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After a month of unseasonable cold, with temperatures that rarely broke freezing, 

coastal communities in Massachusetts are seeing more ice on the water than they have 

in years. 

In Plymouth, Harbormaster Chad Hunter said the inner harbor has been closed for 

nearly a month, thanks to a thick cover of ice. 

“It’s totally locked in. This is maybe a one-in-every-10-year occurrence,” Hunter said. 

The ice is 6 to 8 inches thick in certain areas, he said, while normally only a thin coating 

may form on the water’s surface. 

“With this thickness, we’ve had a few people start to venture out onto the ice,” Hunter 

said, “but we pull them right off.” 

He said it is even more dangerous to walk on frozen sea water than on a freshwater 

pond’s ice. Objects under the surface and ocean currents can weaken the ice and cause it 

to break under extra weight, he added. 

The ice this season has been worse than normal in Scituate as well, said Harbormaster 

Michael Bearce. 

“The local fishermen told me they haven’t seen ice like this since they were kids,” Bearce 

said. “We’re seeing ice in places we’ve never seen it before.” 

Twelve boats — 11 commercial fishing vessels and one recreational boat — are frozen in 

the harbor, unable to move due to the surrounding ice, Bearce said. There are concerns 

the ice may damage their hulls. 



Bearce said this is one of the worst winters he’s seen. Ice nearly a foot thick has jammed 

the stretch from the fish pier to the inner harbor for more than a month, he said. 

Fishermen in Marshfield have taken on the task of clearing a passage, said the town’s 

harbormaster, Mike DiMeo. 

“We’ve been breaking up ice ourselves on outgoing tides, and letting it wash out the 

channel,” DiMeo said. 

While there is definitely more ice in the harbor than usual, he said, the most surprising 

aspect is how long it has stayed. 

“The duration of the ice is definitely longer lasting than years in the past,” DiMeo said. 

“This has been pretty steady.” 

While things on the North Shore have not been as bad, said Salem’s harbormaster, Bill 

McHugh, the ice has still been more prevalent than in the past. 

“At one point, close to three-quarters of the harbor had ice in it,” McHugh said. 

The ice was 6 to 8 inches thick, and just started to break up this week, he added. 

Boats in the harbor were moved from their usual spots to an area where a stronger 

current breaks up the ice naturally, McHugh said. 

In Marblehead, Harbormaster Webb Russell said warmer temperatures have started to 

dissipate the ice, which was 5 to 6 inches thick. 

“It’s made a turn for the better since Sunday,” Russell said. “I’m really hoping the 

warmer weather clears it all out this week.” 

Before the ice melts, though, there are plenty of risks to worry about. Even the Coast 

Guard has not escaped the perils of icy waters. 

The Coast Guard cutter Pendant was stopped in the middle of Boston Harbor around 1 

p.m. Monday while it was breaking ice, Petty Officer LaNola Stone said. 



A chain under the water, hidden by snow and ice, became entangled with the boat’s 

propeller. Divers from the State Police were called in to remove the chain, and the vessel 

was underway again at 5:15 p.m. 

There was slight damage to the propeller, but no injuries to the Pendant’s six-person 

crew, Stone said. 

The boat was one of 16 that the Coast Guard has deployed to break up ice along the 

Northeast coast, an operation that has been ongoing since mid-December, Stone said. 

“We haven’t seen a season that’s required this demand for ice-cutting in over 10 years,” 

she said. “We really have all hands on deck.” 

“If the weather keeps going like this, we’ll be breaking ice for a long time,” she said. 


