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Ms. Love’s Courtside View

 On April 15, our 
school’s Peace Day ended on 
an exciting note: Each class 
competed to be the best on 
the Westie basketball court. 
First, the basketball tourna-
ment featured freshmen vs. 
sophomores. Despite showing 
their best skills on the court, 
the sophomores lost this 
game. Then, the juniors and 
the seniors played, and the 
seniors won. The final round 
featured freshmen vs. seniors, 
and THE SENIORS WON! 
 The freshmen vs. se-
nior game volleyed between 
each team scoring the most 
points. This was one hard 
game to keep track of consid-
ering the many times the ball 
went out and the many foul 
shots that were made. Even 
keeping track of who made 
what shots was a little diffi-
cult. 
 At the start of the 
game, senior player Aveli-
no Demoura and freshman 
player Carlos Roche jumped 
to get the ball, and the seniors 
pulled it. Right as the game 
began, Avelino started with 
a three-pointer. Let’s give it 
up to freshman player Luis 
Pena, who went hard mul-
tiple times throughout the 
game trying to make shots for 
his team to win. Overall, the 
freshmen showed persistence 
facing the seniors, who prob-
ably have more experience 
on the court. At one point 
in the game, senior player 
Bill Degazon courageously 
attempted a three-pointer but 

By Jenese Love and Chloe Fenton

then missed, which created 
an opportunity for Alberto 
Gilbert to return a rebound 
and make a shot. Hiba Kafel, 
of the senior team, called for 
the ball and made the crowd 
go crazy with a three-pointer 
towards the end of the game. 
 We talked with the 
freshman coach Ms. Alford 
about what she thought of 
her team. “I thought they 
played very well...being an 
all freshmen team, new to the 
building, it could be scary 
and intimidating, but I think 
they worked together as a 
team and that’s why the score 
was pretty close. Overall, they 
did great with only losing by 
six points.” 
 Freshman student 
Marvens Isidore noted that 
“it was good for the freshmen 
to play [especially because 
we are] new students at the 
school.” He was also asked 
what he thinks could be better 
about the game, and he said, 
“I think we could’ve beaten 
the seniors if some of the 
students weren’t so stingy 
with the ball and liked ball 
hogging.” Senior player Hiba 
Kafel was asked what she 
thought about playing with a 
group of mostly boys, and she 
said, “I think overall I did all 
right being that I only assisted 
and made three points.”  
 Peace Day 2016 was 
a very peaceful day, and the 
day went smoothly. From 
small group talks, to special 
speakers, to the game, Peace 
Day was an awesome day. 

Headmaster’s Corner
By Nick Cetoute, Carlos De Los Santos, Marvens Isidore 
and Ronaldo Cameron

Q: Can the school hours be 
changed?

Mr. Weekes: If school got 
pushed back to about 7:40 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., I think that 
would be the ideal time. The 
school does not make the 
hours; the district makes the 
hours based on bus trans-
portation. I think it is a hard 
decision, though, because of 
the volume of students who 
travel through Forest Hills T 
station.

Q: Can the lunch menu be 
changed?

Mr. Weekes: The city of 
Boston posts the menus for 
the week, so you can find 
out what they make for 
the week. The city also has 
something called the Univer-
sal Breakfast Program, where 
everyone gets free breakfast. 
On one hand, yes, we want 
better food, but the school 
system has to comply with 
federal standards for menu 
creation, which does not 

give us the type of food the 
majority desires.

Q: What is your opinion on 
all grades having free peri-
ods?

Mr. Weekes: The answer is: I 
don’t know how I feel. I have 
not came to a conclusion 
about it yet. Let’s explain 
what a free period is. My 
definition of free period is 
study hall, and this provides 
students with an opportunity 
to complete homework and 
organize binders, notebooks, 
etc. I think that would ben-
efit the students. We are actu-
ally looking to explore how 
it will look for all grades next 
year. I think for some stu-
dents a study period will be 
a good thing, if students use 
it for their advantage. Also, 
we have to take into consid-
eration that the 9th graders 
are coming from middle 
school and some have other 
academic needs to be suc-
cessful in high school.
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Members of the Raider 
News Editorial Board made 
significant contributions to 

the May 2016 issue of Raider 
News by attending meet-
ings, contributing content 

ideas, and leading the direc-
tion of the paper. 

Want to submit your writing 
to Raider News? 

Come by room 429 or 
contact Ms. McCarthy, at 

jmccarthy6@bostonpublic-
schools.org

We need YOU -- your voice 
and vision --  to make our 

newspaper possible!

Thank you to Ms. Grady, 
Dr. Jones, Ms. O’Brien, 

Ms. Pierre, Mr. Nozea, Ms. 
Diggs, Mr. Kemp, and Ms. 
Harris for help with this 

issue. 

A very special thank you to 
Allison Traylor, Aneri Pat-
tan,i and Prasanna Rajase-
karan, our sponsors from 

the Northeastern University 
Scholars Program. This 

paper would not be possible 
without their vision and 

support.
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BPS Budget Cuts: Impact on WRA
 Education is the foun-
dation of every generation’s 
movement towards a success-
ful future. It prepares us to 
take over from the preceding 
generation. We are the rising 
generation, and it is soon our 
turn to take the baton. 
 Boston Public 
Schools’ budget cuts deprive 
all Boston students of the 
nourishment of an education. 
Instead of funding a brighter 
future in us, the city wants 
to brighten the light within 

By Christtotcha D. Morisset
itself. 
 As the education 
budget deficit grows to about 
$50 million, the city and state 
spend $150 million to lure GE 
(General Electric Company) 
to Boston. This move will 
yield only about 850 jobs, ver-
sus 37,000 students in the Bos-
ton Public School system. All 
these students will go without 
resources next year. 
 Our shame-faced 
deficit cuts are at the point 
where the district is calling 

Westie Green Team Sponsors Outdoor 
Cleanup

 Mr. McDonald’s 9th 
grade students along with 
Mr. James’ and Mr. Lewis’ 
11th grade students helped 
the Westie Green Team clean 
up the outdoors behind our 
school. 
 The Green Team de-
cided to take care of the litter 
outside in order to help the 

birds and clean the environ-
ment. 
 The City of Boston 
supplied us with tools for 
the day so that we could rake 
leaves, tear out vines, and 
pick up trash.
 Two students spoke 
about their experience.
According to junior Vicky 

Nguyen, “At first it was 
disgusting, but a little while 
later we were working to-
gether and it was really nice 
because we were making the 
community look nicer!” 
 Her classmate, junior 
Rey Abedini, said, “Yeah, I 
had fun. It was a good expe-
rience.” I asked Rey how the 
cleanup can impact the city 
of Boston as a whole. He not-
ed, “It helps us to take care 
of our city and helps us learn 
how to work together.” 
 Good job, Green 
Team!  To join the Green 
Team, please see Ms. Grady, 
or email mgrady@boston-
publicschools.org.

for reduction of teachers in 
Boston schools. Our school 
system has already been 
known for its past of budget 
cuts, slicing programs left and 
right, including extracurric-
ular activities, the arts, and 
music programs. 
 Let’s think about how 
our city spends its money and 
demand that the money be 
spent on its future: its stu-
dents.

Congratulations Gesar Naksi!

WRA congratulates senior Gesar Naksi for receiving acceptance to Northeastern University 
along with the prestigious Northeastern University Valedictorian Scholarship that covers the 

cost of tuition and room and board for eight semesters of study. 
Gesar is one of ten students from Boston to receive this prestigious award. 

 To plan your pathway to receiving college scholarships, visit Ms. Debbie in the WRA 
library, or visit Boston College Planning Centers, located in the Boston Public Library in Cop-
ley Place, Codman Square Branch Library, Hyde Park Branch Library, Egleston Square Branch 
Library, and South Boston Branch Library. 
 Branch libraries are by appointment by calling 617-536-0200. The Boston College Plan-
ning Center at the Copley Square Branch is open on a walk-in basis: Monday – Thursday: 9:00 
a.m. – 7:30 p.m. and Friday – Saturday: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at 700 Boylston Street (Copley T 
Stop).

By Doudly Rene
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The Power of Debate
By Phaica Estiverne, Karina Aispuro, Winda Durand
 What does it take to be 
a strong debater? 
 Debate coaches for 
WRA look for students who 
can commit to debate and 
follow through with partici-
pation in both practices and 
tournaments. Strong debaters 
need to think independently 
when the opponent is asking 
questions about the topic. For 
instance, during a recent debate 
on drones, our opponent asked 
us to provide a summary of 
all the articles we could read 
during the eight minutes allot-
ted for debate prep. In a debate, 
you can only use the research 
provided to you that day. 
 A good argument 
includes strong evidence and 
connects to the research about 
the topic, as well as connecting 
with the judges by asking ques-
tions.
 Mr. Humbert, WRA 
Debate Coach,  shared that he 

enjoys coaching debate because 
it allows him to help students 
gain confidence. He added 
that he enjoys seeing students 
“express themselves in public” 
and “improve upon their abili-
ty to stand to a position and to 
defend their position.”
 As first-year debaters, 
debate has taught us to read 
faster and understand what 
we read so that we can explain 
what something means right 
after we read it. Every Monday 
and Wednesday during debate 
practice our coaches help us 
understand the topic by mak-
ing us debate each other, time 
us on our reading, and summa-
rize what we read.
  A good debater needs 
to act like you are not scared 
even if you really are afraid. 
This year, each of us has 
learned to put on a brave face 
and to “give attitude” during 
a debate. Having an attitude 

during debate is communicat-
ing as if you were a know-it-all 
about the topic. This strategy 
makes you more interesting to 
the coaches because you are 
more engaging.
 We will definitely 
continue with debate through 
all four years of high school at 
WRA. Debate is a great place to 
meet new people and provides 
the opportunity to travel as 
a team on Saturdays to other 
high schools. Debate helps stu-
dents build confidence through 
practice and tournaments. 
Now, when we debate, we are 
not scared to face an opponent 
or when judges’ evaluations of 
our arguments. 
 Mr. Humbert believes 
that all students should try 
debate. “I think that it is an 
important life skill to be able to 
take a position to defend it,” he 
said. “The most important part 
of democracy is to be able to 

attend the town meeting, and 
to have a position and an issue 
that’s being discussed or voted 
on and be able to express [your 
position].”
 A great summer 
opportunity with debate is the 
Debate Camp. This camp will 
help us prepare for next season 
by going over the next topic for 
October  and prepare us for de-
bate competition. Debate Camp 
is free and open to any student 
at WRA, even if you are not 
already on the debate team. If 
you are interested in Debate 
Camp for this summer, see Mr. 
Humbert  for more informa-
tion. 
 Even if you are not 
sure you want to join the WRA 
Debate Team next year, Debate 
Camp is a great resume builder 
and helps you gain experiences 
that colleges look for on your 
college application. 

By Hanlet Guerrero
 My redemption from 
weed is something deep for 
me to tell. I used to smoke 
weed, but I stopped not so 
long ago. 
 At first, it was hard 
because I struggled a lot try-
ing to stay focused in class or 
even at work. Though it was 
hard to stop, I had help from 
someone special. My girl-
friend helped throughout the 
whole process. She was there 
every time that I wanted to 
start smoking again to tell me 
that my life would be better if 
I didn’t smoke weed.
 The first week I spent 
without smoking, I always 
wanted to go back to it again 

Redemption from Weed

because I got headaches and 
I felt like I was going to faint 
in the middle of my classes or 
in the streets. I was most of 
the time in a bad mood and I 
wanted to be left alone. 
 But my girlfriend put 
up with all the attitude that I 
was giving her, and she told 
me that she only wanted the 
best for me and that she didn’t 
care if I was an addict or not. 
She was going to help me 
regardless.
 The real reason I 
stopped smoking weed was 
because I realized that I wasn’t 
doing any good to the people 
around me, especially to my 
girlfriend. I felt like I never 

This essay was selected for Raider News after being assigned as a College English 11 Narrative Essay. Please note that this essay does not express the views of 
Boston Public Schools or WRA. Students should consult the Code of Conduct and reach out to their counselors, the school’s administration, or CFC’s to talk 

about the important issues related to this article. BPS and WRA offer appropriate support services for helping students through difficult circumstances.

paid attention to her because 
I wanted to be high most of 
the time.  That wasn’t what I 
really wanted. I wanted to be 
just a good person. Marijua-
na wasn’t letting me be that 
person that I actually wanted 
to be and I felt like I needed a 
change. 
          My biggest regret about 
smoking weed was the time I 
lost while I was high because 
I was always sleeping and 
eating. When I was high, peo-
ple used to tell me I looked so 
happy because I was always 
laughing and smiling. But I 
was actually not because I 
used to smoke just to escape 
my feelings.

 I’m going to be honest 
with myself right now. All I 
wanted was a father figure 
and someone to call dad, but 
the only person that could’ve 
made that happen was never 
there. If I am honest, I’m not 
perfect without my father 
and I started to smoke weed 
because of him. 
 But now that I’ve 
stopped and realized it’s not 
worth it, I’m better than before 
because at least I can manage 
to spend my time on things 
that are better for me. My sto-
ry consists of telling teens that 
weed may not seem bad at the 
beginning, but it could really 
ruin your life.
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My Life in Photography: 
Interview with Mr. Nozea
By William Matos and Emmanuel Ortega
 We had the opportu-
nity to interview Mr. Nozea, 
WRA Photography teacher, in 
order to discover how he got 
to where he is, his thoughts on 
photography, and his advice 
for students pursuing art as 
a possible field. Mr. Nozea 
teaches Photo 1, Photo 2, and 
any photo-related class.

Q: Where did you attend high 
school and college?

Nozea: “I went to Dorchester 
High my first year but there 
were some problems as far as 
gang activity around that time. 
I came out of school one day 
and saw a kid get shot. After 
this, my Mother said, “nope” 
and sent me to West Roxbury 
High for the remainder of my 
three years in high school. I 
enjoyed being part of the West 
Roxbury High community 
because it helped me form 
lasting friendships. As far as 
college, I went Mass College 
of Art and Design. I started as 
an illustration major; it’s very 
meditative. I then went into 
graphic design and wanted to 
combine the two art forms but 
settled for a major called SIM, 
the Studio for Interrelated Me-
dia (a multimedia major).

Q: When did you decide you 
wanted to become a photogra-
pher?

Nozea: When I was in college 
as a SIM major, I took many 
classes and disciplines, and 
one class I took was photog-
raphy. I ended up taking four 
classes of photography starting 
with Photo 1, which caught 
my interest. From there, I took 
the rest [of the photo classes] 
until I was well rounded in 
photography.

Q: So who’s your favorite pho-
tographer?

Nozea: At the moment I don’t 
really have a favorite; most of 
the photographers that inspire 
me are contemporary pho-
tographers. There are lots of 
photographers out there doing 
great jobs. It’s hard to pinpoint 
a favorite since photography is 
changing right now and lots of 
photographers try to combine 
motion with still pictures.

Q: Why did you decide to 
teach photography?

Nozea: In my last years in col-
lege I was going around doing 
community service working 
with kids, vibing with kids. I 
felt good doing it, so I kind of 
pursued it. While in school, I 
started substituting for Bos-
ton Public Schools (BPS), and 
by the time I graduated, the 
opportunity had come up for 
me to be involved in BPS. I 
took advantage of it, and now 
I’m here today as your photo 
teacher.

Q: What would be your advice 
for students trying to get into 
the art field?

Nozea: My advice now is if it’s 
your inclination to do it, just 
explore and see where it gets 
you. Don’t let uncertainties 
keep you away from what you 
want to do because, really, art 
is about expression, especially 
nowadays. Certain expressions 
were kind of taboo 15-30 years 
ago, but now things are a lot 
more open, and people are 
more tolerant of how people 
express themselves. Try to be 
around people who also do art 
because that can motivate and 
drive you. Art is very compet-
itive; believe it or not, artists 
might look passive, but they’re 
very competitive people. So 
surround yourself with people 
who do art and are competi-
tive; this can motivate you.

 

Letter to Freshmen
By Crystal Ortolaza
Hello Freshmen, 
 My name is Crystal, 
and I’m here to give you some 
advice on how to survive high 
school. 
 High school is like a 
roller coaster. There are lots of 
ups and downs, and you’ll be 
going through a lot of obsta-
cles. 
 The most important 
thing to remember is that 
if you are planning to go to 
college in three years, do not 
mess up your grades through-
out the four years of high 
school. You need to keep your 
grades up, so that you’re able 
to get into your dream college. 
 It might seem like high 
school doesn’t teach you much 
about life, but you can’t blow 
off the work. High school is 
important because if you don’t 
graduate, your choices in life 
will be very limited. You need 
to put in the work in order to 
achieve your goals. That’s one 
lesson school does teach you. 
You’re going to do work that 
you do not want to do, but you 

have to push through it and 
get it done, and a reward will 
come to you one day. 
 Also, you have to get 
involved in school. Don’t be 
lazy and do nothing. Col-
leges love when students are 
involved in their community. 
Being involved also can give 
you a sense of purpose and 
belonging. 
 Another thing to 
remember is: Don’t allow your 
friends to define who you are. 
Break away from them if they 
don’t accept you for who you 
truly are. You have to be who 
you are, and not just who your 
friends want you to be because 
half of them won’t be there 
for you when you need them 
the most. When you get older, 
your real friends will come. 
 So, don’t rush, have 
fun, and get the best grades 
that you can. It can all happen, 
as long as you stay deter-
mined, and just do it!

Sincerely, 
Crystal Ortolaza

Interesting College Courses
By Derek Bertucci
 Thought college was all 
math and English? Think again! If 
you want to analyze movies and 
discuss food, or learn how aliens 
inhabit strange lands while learn-
ing to sing in a gospel choir, these 
courses are for you.

Northeastern University 
Understanding the Bible

Principles of Organizational 
Communications 

Boston University 
Alien Worlds

Topics in Film and Literature

Boston College 
Magazine Editing and Publishing

Bunker Hill Community College 
Strangely enough, Bunker Hill 

offers midnight courses to those 
who work or have a family to 

take care of.

Emerson College
Latin American Fiction
Costume Construction

Mount Ida College 
Mount Ida offers a summer 

program to give students the 
opportunity to catch up or get 

ahead.

Wheelock College 
Racial and Cultural Identities

Harvard University 
Romancing the Kitchen: Food 
Culture Across the Romance 

Languages 

Tufts University 
Gospel Choir
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It’s Showtime: Westie’s Talent Show
 The West Roxbury 
Academy talent show took 
place on April 7, 2016 in the 
auditorium. The event show-
cased some of Westie’s finest 
of over 20 talented participants 
across all grades. 
 The crowd had an 
attendance of over 400 enthu-
siastic students and teachers, 
who all showed respect when 
students performed. The orga-
nizers of the show anticipated 
a high level of professionalism 
in the performances but were 
also curious about how the 
entire show would pan out. 
 Ashley Gomez (Fresh-
man Class of 2019) shared, 
“[My friends] Told me to do 
it because they believed that I 
have a really nice voice, [but] I 
am nervous.” 
 Ashley performed one 
of the first acts in the show, 

By John White and Dyanna Vega
singing Unconditionally by 
Katy Perry. Her performance 
was jaw dropping, and the 
crowd became electrified by 
her heavenly voice. 
 Some people already 
had their performance in their 
minds as far back as the first 
day of school, such as Ms. 
Alford (Dean of Discipline for 
the Freshmen). 
 “I’ve always partook 
in the talent show… I knew 
I was going to do the talent 
show since the first day of 
school,” she said.Her breath-
taking dance routine with two 
other students ended the hour-
long talent show. 
 While some people 
were thinking about their acts 
well before the talent show, 
others were trying to organize 
the show for the school. 
 Senior class Human-

ities teacher, Dr. Jones, has 
coordinated the talent show 
for the past three out of five 
years of the event’s history 
at Westie. She spent three to 
four months in collaboration 
with Ms. Saia, Mr. Somers, Ms. 
Quinones, and Mr. Weekes to 
organize the event. She was a 
little stressed trying to orga-
nize students from the differ-
ent grades but recognized, “It 
all always comes together.” 
 Dr. Jones asserted her 
satisfaction and pride in the 
student performers. “A lot of 
the kids that performed had 
been [displaying] their talents 
outside of school...for many 
years, so I really think...they 
[should] get a chance to show-
case what they work on,” she 
said. 
 The teachers were 
proud of the level of respect 

shown by the student audi-
ence. Ms. McCarthy, Grades 9 
and 10 ELA teacher, expressed 
her opinion on the audience 
during the talent show. 
 “I think the entire fac-
ulty was really impressed with 
the student audience. Students 
were respectful, engaged, and 
had really positive energy,” 
she said. 
 School-wide events 
like the talent show are good 
for the school community for 
multiple reasons. One, they 
bring everyone together in 
a peaceful atmosphere. This 
event in particular shows what 
some people in the community 
can do without feeling embar-
rassed or scared. Lastly, events 
like this put people in a good 
mood and make us feel proud 
of our school.  

My Journey Through High School
 Westie has had a big 
impact in my life. From wear-
ing bell bottoms and basketball 
shorts to skinny jeans and skirts, 
I’ve progressed in both style and 
maturity. Westie has changed 
me completely; it changed me 
into someone I never thought I 
would be. 
 I used to be a smart, 
shy, and insecure girl that didn’t 
do anything. Then I went to 
high school, the place where 
everyone finds themselves. 
Teachers and students at Westie 
told me I was cute and that I had 
no reason to be insecure. I didn’t 
believe them at first, but as time 
went by, more and more people 
told me I was beautiful. That’s 
when I gained my backbone and 
became a stronger person. 
 I had more confidence, 
but that’s when my grades start-
ed to fall. I paid more attention 
to friends and reputation rather 
than my grades. That’s when I 
knew I was messing up, and I 
had to fix it.
 In my tenth grade year 

By Jazmin Brantley
I wanted to keep my head in 
the books, but I hate reading, 
and I was too involved with 
my friends and my reputation. 
I didn’t care about anything, 
and I believed that school was 
all about having fun with my 
friends and having “clout.” 
 Then by Term Two in 
tenth grade my teachers start-
ed telling me that these grades 
really matter if I wanted to be 
something in life. So, I started 
thinking about that every day, 
and I started to focus on my 
grades more. Thinking about the 
importance of my grades every 
day, I’ve realized that being 
dumb and fooling around isn’t 
cute.
 In my eleventh grade 
year I knew I had to get myself 
together and worry about what 
would help me in my future. I 
started to believe that if I had 
failed in high school, I would 
have too many problems, and I 
would have no future... if I was 
to give up and let my distrac-
tions mess up my success. I also 

looked up to teachers who gave 
me hope like Ms. Quinones 
and Dr. Jones. They both said: 
“If you don’t care I don’t care! 
That’s on you, I graduated al-
ready!” They also told me not to 
give up because I am too smart 
and too close to graduating to 
give up. 
 So, I thought about 
what they said every time I felt 
like giving up completely. They 
spoke nothing but the truth and 
they helped me focus on what I 
had to do in school. They always 
made sure everything was all 
right. 
 Then, by my twelfth 
grade year, I had to really keep 
my head in the books because 
I wanted my GPA to get high-
er. I tried to get honor roll for 
each term; I failed, but I never 
stopped trying. 
 Until third term of my 
senior year, I almost gave up. I 
wanted to just drop out and not 
go to college. There were too 
many things stressing me out 
and “Senioritis” was just making 

my life even worse. I was going 
to start skipping school every 
day, and I was going to look for 
another way to be successful, 
but my friends and teachers told 
me not to give up. Not now. 
 At the end, I thought 
I was going to give up; I didn’t 
care about what people were 
telling to do. I was only think-
ing, “All that work for college, 
and I still didn’t get accepted to 
a college?” 
 But now I’m glad I 
didn’t give up because in April 
I got my first acceptance to 
Johnson & Wales University! I 
thought I couldn’t do it, but I 
made it after all. 
 Now, I am just looking 
forward to seeing the bright 
future that is coming my way. I 
am pushing myself to be noth-
ing but successful, and if I think 
about giving up, I will just think 
about high school and how I 
thought I couldn’t make it, but 
did make it in the end.
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By Terence Oliver and Gloralfi Victorino
 Westie prom is a mem-
orable tradition for juniors and 
seniors. 
 This year’s prom will 
feature the theme Hollywood 
at Night, which will make stu-
dents feel like celebrity VIP’s 
on the red carpet. 
 Senior Jovan Perry is 
attending this year’s prom and 
stated, “I am looking forward 
to going to prom, and this is 
the first time I’m attending 
a prom. People should go 
because it will be a fun time, 
and I’m hoping prom will be 
as good as expected.” 
 Ms. Saia, senior class 
ELA teacher, is the Senior 
Class Advisor who works on  
making sure all the details of 
the prom come together. She 
noted how the seniors have 
completed a West Roxbury 
Academy community fund-
raiser by selling sweatsuits 
and Raider spirit gear. The 
fundraiser’s proceeds will 
support the senior class and 
specifically this year’s prom.  
 At the beginning of 
the year, the seniors hosted a 

Yankee Candle fundraiser, in 
addition to two bake sales this 
year and a 50/50 raffle direct-
ed to the faculty. To add to the 
seniors’ fundraising, they sell 
pastelitos every week.
  Without fundraising, 
a ticket would be around $130, 
so fundraising makes prom 
affordable at a less expensive 
ticket rate. 
 There will be food, a 
photo booth, photographers, 
and good music for an esti-
mated 240-280 students. 
 Ms. Saia’s hope for 
prom is that everyone has a 
safe and memorable evening. 
“I would like the students to 
remember all of their friends, 
and how much fun high 
school was, opening up a new 
chapter in their lives,” she 
said.
 Senior Merven Mor-
rison is looking forward to 
attending his senior prom, 
stating, “People should go to 
prom because it’s a once-in-a-
lifetime thing, and I’m hoping 
to create memories.”

 Congratulations to the class of 2016 for your 
persistence, leadership, and achievements. We 

wish you success in college and beyond.

Anna Maria College
Becker College

Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technology
Bethune-Cookman University
Bridgewater State University

Bunker Hill Community College
Centre College

Clark University
Colby-Sawyer College

College of the Holy Cross
Curry College

Emerson College
Emmanuel College

Fisher College
Fitchburg State University

Framingham State University
Franklin Pierce University

Johnson & Wales University-Florida
Johnson & Wales University-Providence

Lasell College
Lesley University

Massachusetts College of Art and Design
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences

Mount Holyoke College
Newbury College

Northeastern University
Quincy College
Regis College

Rhode Island College
Rivier University

Salem State University
Southern New Hampshire University

Stonehill College
Suffolk University

University of Kentucky
University of Maine

University of Massachusetts Amherst
University of Massachusetts Boston

University of Massachusetts  Dartmouth
University of Massachusetts Lowell

University of Nebraska
University of New Hampshire

Wentworth Institute of Technology
Westfield State University

WRA Class of 2016 

The WRA seniors are inviting our 
school community to become more 
aware of many social issues that im-
pact American culture. At the end 

of this month they will present their 
final capstone projects to our school 
and community leaders. They need 
your attention, awareness, and your 

VOTE!! This is a small preview; please 
stay tuned!
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City Champs in 2015: 
Can They Do it Again?
By Terence Oliver and Gloralfi Victorino

 The Westie baseball 
team is a defending City 
champion with good attitude, 
chemistry, and talents. The 
team has incredible experience 
and returned a lot of play-
ers from last year who have 
better-than-average amount of 
talents. 
 Last year, the team 
had a long run, and although 
the team was defeated in the 
first game of the State Cham-
pionship, they won the City 
Championship. 
 Westie baseball coach, 
Mr. Wilson, has been coaching 
for 30 years. He played base-
ball throughout college and 
shared how the current WRA 
team is not only hard working, 
but it is like a brotherhood. 
 For senior player, Jean 
Carlos, baseball at WRA is a 

place for friendship and a way 
to be motivated with a team 
pushing you to be your best. 
 Junior player José 
Merched shared his list of 
items that will make the WRA 
baseball team the best it can 
be. His list includes confi-
dence, practice, and “always 
pushing each other no matter 
what.” 
 So far this season, 
the team’s record is 3-3. They 
have played Madison Park 
Technical Vocational High 
School, Brookline High School, 
Needham High School twice, 
Charlestown High School, and 
English High school. 
 Let’s show our sup-
port for our Westie baseball 
team and cheer the team on as 
they attempt the champion-
ship title again this year. 

Softball: In The 
Beginning...
By Carlos De Los Santos, Alex Moore, and John White
 Come March, when 
the snow melts, softball at 
Westie is one of the only spring 
season games in town besides 
baseball. 
 Softball is a classic tra-
dition here at Westie and has 
been a positive sport for our 
school, but for some players on 
the team, like freshman Ashley 
Gomez, this year is her first 
time playing softball. She is a 
little intimidated playing with 
people that have more experi-
ence and age than she does. 
 “It’s really over-
whelming and kind of intim-
idating because people are 
better than you,” she said.
 She does think she can 
learn from the experienced 
players on her team, stating, 
“I think they could help me by 
helping me learn moves and 
statistics of softball.”
 Ms. Diggs, who is the 
Assistant Headmaster and 
Head Coach of the softball 
team, shared that she had one 
year of experience with play-
ing softball in a high school 

league with her assistant 
Ms. Harris. “We have a great 
group of players this year on 
the team; they are committed 
and bring a lot of positive en-
ergy to the game. This season 
is our rebuilding year. We are 
excited to build the team up to 
be the best we can be.”
 Senior player Vanessa 
Green is loyal to her softball 
teammates and very famil-
iar with the sport of softball. 
When she is up at bat, she told 
us that she hits “[About] four 
times.” Her stats are more 
than promising. She does a 
lot on the field, stating, “[I] 
play Shortstop, First base, and 
Second base.” 
 Vanessa shared the 
strength of her team and its 
season so far, reporting that 
they’ve lost only one game. 
They are doing great so far. 
 See how well they 
finish this season by showing 
your support for our Raider 
Softball team.

#PMPB
(Positive Mind, Positive Body)

Have you ever felt that you weren’t enough?

Have you ever compared yourself to someone else?

LET’S CHANGE THE WAY WE SEE OURSELVES!

We are challenging you to say something positive about a 
classmate, teacher, or family member for a full 24 hours. 

After you complete those 24 hours do it for 48 hours, and 
then 72 hours, then for the rest of your life!

Having braids or cultural hairstyles

used to be considered too “urban”!

And now it’s trending???

#givecreditwhereitsdue



Quotable Quotes
What are your summer plans?

By Ronaldo Cameron

“I’m going to 
be playing in a 

basketball league 
called Mike and 

Al’s 18 & Under.’’
- D’Andre Sand-

ers, Grade 10

“My plans for the summer are 
to get plenty of rest, get a reno-
vation on my house, and run a 
three-week basketball clinic. I 
will also make sure I take care 
of myself by getting my nails 
and hair done, hitting up the 
beach at least four times, and 

spending time with my family.’’
- Ms. Alford, Administrator

“Work on my 
football skills 
and look more 
into my career. 
I’m also going 
to travel and 
workout.”
- Kavon Wash-
ington, Grade 11

“Enjoying 
my time and 

thinking about 
the upcoming 
school year.’’
- Mr. Kemp, 

Dean of Disci-
pline

“I’m doing track, 
and in August, 
I’m going to be in 
Texas doing Junior 
Olympics. I’m also 
training for World 
Youth Olympics.’’
- Jahphiah Gilliard, 
Grade 10
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